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to regulate the snle of agricnltnval fertilisers
and feeding stuffs and to ensure that they
are what they are renlly pretended tobe, The
Bill is designed to protect the public aguinat
fraud, Many farmers and others spend large
sums of money in the purchase of feed stuffs
and fertilisers without having suificient
chemical knowledge to ensure their getling
what is represented as heing sold to them, and
that it contnins the necessnry fertilising
qualities to do the work requived of it. In
many cases he is only made o dupe, nud the
Bill wilkbe a means of protecting him agninst
frand.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND
PUBLIC TELEGHRAMS,

By leave of the House, Mr. MoraN with-
drew his notice of motion, that members of
Parliament should during session be allowed
to send telegraphic messages for pudlic pur-
poses free of charge.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned 6-35 o’clock, p.m.

Fegislative Touncil,
Wednesday, 31s¢ July, 1895.

Justices Appointment Ril: second reading; ad-
journed debate— Mavried Women’s Property Act
Amendiment Bill : second reading ; commiltee—
JMines Regulation Bill : second reading— Licensed
Surreyors Bill:  second veading; comnitice—
Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) took
the chair at 4-30 o’clock p.ms.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.
SECOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.
Tue Hon. R. G. BURGES : I think thisis
Bill more for tha consideration of the leygnl
than for the lay members of the House. My
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principal object in moving the adjournment of
the debate on the last oceasion was thabt we
should hiuve a fuller House, in order that so
important a matter as this might have the
fulleat congideration. I awm glad to sce that
we now have a fuller House, I do not koow
exactly why this Rill hag heen brought in,
although T was led to believe it bad bean ren-
dered necessary on acrount of some case
which occurred lnst yeur. Under the present
law the Goverument have the samne puwers
that they now wish to take uader Clange 5 of
this Bill, because they could at any time
Gazetle new commisgions, leaving out the
names of justices they do not wish to he con-
tinued on the roll. Hitherts this has been
done in several ¢nscs. It has haen swid thab
this Bill will degrade people by making them
justices for districts only, while others are
justices for the whole colony. I can only say,
in reply to this, that it is open for anyone
when offered the position to decline it, I
know if I were offered sueh a position 1 should
dacline it. The Hon. Mr. Parker pointed out
thatClause 7 states that no personshall exercise
the jurisdiction of a coroner outside his own
distviet, and he has said that such a provision
would operate harshly, especially in the gold-
fields’ districts. [am inclined toagree with him
in thia respect. It igsaidthat asimilar Aetisin
force in Great Britain, but even there, T
believe, it does not give general satisfaction.
The clause to which the Hon. Mr. Parker has
referved may evem be ineonvenient to the
Government themselves. Then it was pointed
ont that Clauses 11 and 12 practically do nway
with the vest of the Bill, but I helieve it is not
intended that such shall be the case. As [
understand Clause 11 it means that an Act
done by a justice shall Le taken to have been
rightly done unless the contrary iashown, and
Clause 12 provides that the act of a justice is
not to be invalidated werely hecanse he has
acted cutgide his jurisdiction. I admit these
clauses ave a little difficnlt to grasp the muean-
ing of, hut I hope hon. memhers will allow the
Bill to go into Comittes, so that we can
make the wording more plin. If we are
unable to do so we can then throw the Bill
out.

Tue Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I have gone
carefully into the clauses of this Bi'l. Az a
layman, so far as the legal points are con-
cerned, I cannot give ap opinion. ‘“'here are
five learned members in this Honse who will,
[ am sure, see that mothing which is legally
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wrong is allowed to pass.
purely from a comwon-scnseé point of view,
and T cannof see why the Bill was introduced,
I ghall, therefore, move that it be read a second
time this day six wonths.
take thigstand by the wction of the Government.
It must bave boen at least two or three
months ago since they knew that it was their
intention to being forward this Bill, and yet,
knowing that, they appointed a number of
justices for the whole colony. I seams as if
the (fovernment, having madoall their fricnds
Jastices of the Pence, now wish to pasa a Bill,
the effect of which will be to insult the rest of
the comwunity by saying there is not intellig-
ence enough remaining to warrant any others
being made justices for the whole eolony. [
huve made enguivies, and I have found that
no objection exists to the Act under which
justices are now appointed, There hag been
soma slight trouble under the present Act, but
thers will be tronble ueder any Act because,
I take it, no Inw cnu be mnde which will give
abaolute satisfaction to the whole of the com-
munity. In the discussion which has already
taken place on this subject the matter of ap-
pointing justicea for the goldfields’ districts
has been reforred to. It has heen said that
the Government cannot know all the different
gentlemen they were asked to appoint. I do
nob think it is necessary that the Government
ahould know. They should have trust and
confidence in those who recommend the
gentlemen for appointment. It is well known
that these small communities are very jealous
in their recommendations, nnd besides this
the Governmeunt have alwaya the power of
getting rid of an undesirable justice. 14 secms
to me that whenever an obnoxious Bill is
brought before this Hounse an cffort is made
to cram down the throats of hom. members
the fact that it is the law somewhere elzo.
Admitting that it is the Iaw in England and in
sowe of the Australinn Colonies, it does mnot
follow that we have not common-sense enough
to know whether we require it here. I hope
hon. members will throw this Bill out and
show the people that this House is not
prepared to allow the Gorvernment to crst a
slur upon the community—becauso [ take itit
means nothing else—by saying that certsin
people are such oojectionable characters that
they can only be trusted to carry out the
duties appertaining to the office of a Justieo of
the Pence in certain distriets, and are unfit to
take any part in the administration of the
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T look at the matter ! law as regards the rest of the colony.
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I have been led to .
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The
Clauses of the Bill seem to me to be conbradic-
Clause 4 states that justices shall be
appointed for districts, nnd then by Clauses 11
and 12 this iz completely nullified. If theacts
of the justices are not invalidated when they
act outgide their own district, as is stated in
Clanse 12, I should like to know what is the
reason for this Bill. 1 ask hon. mewmbers noc
toallow it to go into committee, becnuse it ia
the principle of the Bill that ia objectionable.
It will create two classes of justices—one for
the whole colony and the other for districts ;
and [ say it is not fair to make this distinction.
I know if I were offered the position of justice
to a district T should take it a8 a backhanded
compliment. If this Bill provided that on the
passing of the Act the present conmissions
shonld be cancelled and the present justices,
a8 woll ag the future ones, made justices for
districts only, I would be inclined t¢ pass it ;
but creating, as it does, two classes of justices,
I hope I shall bave the support of hon. mem-
bers in moving that the Bill be read a second
time this day eix months.

Tre Hown. . J. HAYNES: I have gone
through this Bill as carefully as time would
permit, and I feel bound to second the motion
of the Hon. My, Crowder that it be read a
gecond time this dany six months. ‘The
intention of the Bill, as I read it, is to make
certain gentleman justices for the whole
colony, and others justiceas for particular dis-
tricts only. I think also that the benefits
that might be gained by the Bill are likely
to be much overshndowed by the inconveni.
ence it will cause to the general public.
Those who hold & commission of the peace at
present have fulfilled their duties well, and in
the future, if justices are appointed who are
found to be upsuitoble, there iz a remedy
under the present law by which they can be
removed. I think this may be called a good
lawyer's Bill, hecause on every poasible occa-
sion a question of jurisdiction will be raised,
which will mean costs to the parties con-
cerned. I think a wide jurisdiction for jus-
tices is greatly in favor of the public, and

" therefore the prvesent law rather commends

itself to my mind than does the Bill now
befurs the House. Clauss 7 with respect to
coroners will, to my mind, be productive of a
great deal of trouble, and Clauses 11 and 12

" seom to me to be somewhat contradictory. I

shall therefore vote For the amendment.
Tus Hon. F. M. STONE : I waa not present
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during the previous debate upon this Bill, but | commission for the whole of the colony in

T have rend what are the objections of hon.
mewhers, and it seems to me that many of
them can he overcome when we get into com-
mittee. The main thing for us to consider
now is whether the principle of the Bill ia n
good one or not. 'We are nuw looking to the
fubure. This colony is going to be a large and
thickly-populated one, and that heing so, 1t
will he necessary to have it divided into
magisterial districts. In England a similar
course hag been purgued, which has worked
well for many years, [fit had not worked
well it would have been done away with long
ago. In Victoria and Quecnsland similar pro-
visions have been found necessary, and in
these colonies no one ever heard it said that a
glur, or an insult, had been passed on the com-
munity because 1he justices appointed were
givea jurisdiction in parvicular distvicts only.
To use such an argument here seens to me to
be nbhsurd. The idea of this Bill is to appoint
cortain pecple to the ¢commission of the peace
who may have a knowledge of particular
matters within their own districts. In a pas-
toral district, for instance, a justice may be
appointed who has n particular knowledge of
pastoral matbers; but if the same gentleman
came to Fremantle to try a shipping case he
would be out of his eloment as compared with
a local justice who had more knowledge
of shipping. In the same way gentie-
men having a knowledge of mining would
be especially suitable o try cases on
the goldfields, while they might, perbaps,
not be equal to trying the class of case which
comes before the Court in Perth. T d» not gee
any insult in this. Of course, the present
justices who have heen appoinied for the
whole colony have a kind of vested right, but
if any hon. member objects to a continnnnce
of their general commission, he can move,
whano the Bill is in committee, to strike ount
the Clause which relates to it. Bocauss hon.
members object to having two cluuses of jus-
tices, it is no reason why we should throw the
whole Bill out, especially when we can make
what alterations we like in committee. There
are certain clauses in the Bill which recom-
mend themselves to most hon. members. For
instance, by Clunse 9 the Governor-in-Council
may remove any justice. It is true the Gov.
ernment have a similar power under the
present Act, but it is rather difficult to work,
because, if an objectionable justice will not
resign, the Government have to issue a new

|
!

order to get rid of the person objected to.
Under Claunse 8 the judges and wembers of
the Executive Council are ex officio justices,
and Clause 9 provides that these persons may
be strock off the roll. I think we might nmend
this cliuse in committee, hecanse I do noteon-
sider it right that power should he left in the
hands of the Bxecutiveto remove a judge
from the commission of the peace, nor
should the wmembers of the Executive have
powcer to remove one of their own number.
With rogurd fo Clause 12 there seoms to be a
difference of opinion. [ moust ndmit that when
I fivst read it it seomed to me to undo the reat
of the Bill, but on looking at it more closely I
do not think it does, For instunce, if & justice
having jurisdiction at Coolgardic were in
Perth and a crime was committed, the police
conld go to that justice and get a warrant
which would be good if the offence were such
that the justice originally would have juris-
diction to deal with. At tho same time I
shounld like to see the wording of the clause
nltered so a8 to mwako the intention move clear.
It is a clause taken from the Queenslond Act,
and it hag been found to work well there.
With reference to the use of the words
“Clerk of Petty Sessions™ in Ulanse 14, T think
a mistake has crept in in copying the Bill. In
England o Clerk of Petty Sessions issues
summonses, but of course he does not here.
However, we can strike these words out in
committee, and there is no necessily to throw
the whole Bill out simply because these words
are in the clouse.

Tre Hox. J. W. HACKETT : T have listened
to this debate, and [ have not heard any
reason why this Bill should not be taken a
step further, so that we may have the difficul-
ties which have been raised threshed out. 1t
seems to me that nome of the arguments

. which hnve been used go to the root of the

Bill. Certamn verhbal exceptions have been
taken to two or three clauses which seem to

. me to be more or less well founded, but

this does not wurrant us in throwing out the
Bill at this stage. I hope we shall go iuto

- committee, and that then the gentlemun who

represents the Government will be prepared
with some amendment which will put the Biil
in a hetter shape than it is in now. Asfar na
the arguinents go, the complaint seems to be
thut the Bill does not go far encugh, and that
the desire of some hon. members iz thai the
justives, in futuore, shall ull be confined toan
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jurisdiction within certain districts. Thisis
a matter which of conrsc can easily Le effected
in committee. At the sume time it seems to
e that the colony is tvo large for justices in
the future to be appoioted having u genersl
jurisdiction. In Perth and Fremantle and the
larger towns it is the ambition of some persons
to be appointed justices, and, us o rule, only
those who have, after muny years, won the
reapect and confidence of the community that
are given the commission. On the other hand
we know that in some of the country districls
many geutlemen are appoinied to the cowm-
wissivn of the peace who, had they lived in
Perth or Fremantle, would not have been
appointed. It seews to me that we nced not
cuvil nt the nuaber of gentlemen who will
held sppeintments for the whele of the colony,
because it is only a mafter of time when they
wust die, nnd the appointinents will go with
them.

Tue Hox. F.'l'. CRowDER : Aboutforty were
appointed last month.

Tue How. J. W, HACKETT : 1 agree that
it would have been better had the Govern-
ment held their hand and have allowed this
Bill to pass Lefore making further appoint-
wents. Then there is another teuson why o
Bill of this kind is necessary., We have not
arrived at tha- pitch in this colony when what
18 known a8 Bench packing is practised. Ithas
prevailed in the other colonies, and unless we
have some such measure aa this we shall find o
gimilnr systemn prevail here.  Another reason
Fozr this Bill is that if gentlemen find them-
selves appointed to a particular district, they
will feel it their duty to sit on the Bench more
often than they would if their jurisdiction ex-
tended throughout the colony. I am firinly
persuaded that when the mugistruey of u par-
ficular district is confined to a few persons,
they will find it incumbent upon them to ut-
tead to the duties of their office more g0 than
if o wider sphere of jurisdiction were given to
them. On all these grounds I think the Bill
is entitled to have a fair trinl. We should
certainly go inte commitéze upon it, and if,
when it emerges fromn that stage, it is still
unsatisfactory, we can throw it out on the
third reading. T myself, do pot think sowe of
the Clauses are satisfactory, but we can alter
them. The Houn. Mr. Stone endeavored to cx-
plain  Clamse 12, but T think
rather further than he said it dovs, 1
am inclined fo think that it wvalidates
the act of a justice whether he acts
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his own district or not. But these are
really matiers which the process of committee
is tended to get over. I shall, therefore,
vote for the second reading of the Bill.

TueE How. K. McLAHTY : I think it wiser
for us to leave the consideration of the details
of this Hill to the legul mewmbera of the House,
although I am personully in favor of the prin-
ciple of it. ‘the colony is becoming thickly
populated, and it is uecessary to appoict jus-
tices iu the outlying districts. Although it is
necessary to make those uppoinbments, it is
not n¢cessary that when the persons appointed
remove from one district to another they
should carry with them their jurisdiction as
justices unless re-appointed. It is said thut
gentlemen will not nccept the office under the
conditions named in the Bill, but that is a
utter which each individual concersed must
Jdecide for himself, If any person is offered
the position, and he considers it u degradation,
he is wnot forced to accept it. [ have long
thonght that something of this kind is neces-
sary, aud I shull support the Bill.

Tae How. D. K. CONGDON ; At first I waa
inclined to support the amendment, but I do
not think I shall do so now after the trouble
and expenge which have been incurred in
bringing the matter before the Homse. 1
think we may o into conmnittee, and if then
wg cannot make a good Bill of it, we can after-
wards throw it out.

‘YHE Hon. A. B. KIDSON: I huve listened
carefully to arguments on both sides of this
question. With regard to the argument of
the Hon. Mr. Huckelt, bo said that the reasons
in favor of this Bill far outweighed those
against it. Buk on listening to him carefully
he only gave one renson, which was thal the
colony was getting too large to continne the
present practice. 1 do not know that the
colony is any larger now thun it has been
daring the last five years, and it seems_to me,
therefore, that the argument he used was a
very weak one. The great objection I have
to the Bill is that it will create two classes of
justices, which, in my opinion, is an undesir-
able thing to do. The Hon. Mr. ntone said
we must look to the future, but I submit that
we must not look too fur into the future or be
guided to too great nn extent by the legislation
of the old country, or of the other colonies,
und for this renson: We do not know whether
in England or the other colonies there were
ever justices having a general jurisdiction,
and probably the chances are there were not.
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I think one good object we shall gain by
throwing out the Billis that it will enable
the Ministry to re-draft it. I do not know
that we sit here to act as Parliamentary
draftamen; 1 rather think we should have
submitted to us measares deofted in proper
form and not be compelled to waste time in
re-casting the bulk of the clauses of any Bill.
For these rensons I shall support the amend-
ment.

Tre Hox. C. A. PIESSE: T shall support
the second reading of this Bill, and T hope,
with the amendments that we made in com-
mittes, to be able to support the third reading
also. Before sitting down, I should like to
draw attention to what I consider the uncalied
for romarks of the Hon. My, Parker during the
last debate which took place on this subject.
Irefer to his remurks on the appointment of
justices. He was o member of the Ministry
which appointed them, and therefore I con-
gider hijs remarks both uncalled for and in
very bad taste. I may say, as one of the jus-
tices appointed, that I feel indignunt ut these
remarks, and I think it is only right that I
should publicly draw attention to the watter,
considering that the hon. gentleman was a
member of the Ministry which mude the ap-
pointnents.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : I hope hon. members will pause
before they take steps to throw out this Bill.
It is a Bill which has been thought over very
carefully by the Government, and it has been
considered & uscful measure in the old country
and insome of the other colouies. If we do
not pasy it I ameure it will cause grent incon-
verience in some districts where justices are
required. In almost every district there is &
demand for justices, and they are necessary
if only for the purpose of witnessing signa-
tures, issuing sutomonses und search warrants,
In many coses & request is made to the Gov-
ernment that a justice should he appointed.

[COUNCIL.)

On considering the matter, it is found very -

often that the person whose namne is suggested

is unknown to the Government, nnd the
consequence is that there i3 a de-
gree of  hesifancy a8 to appeinting

them when the jurisdiction which has

to be given under the presenf law, is o
' the ordinary J. P.

general one. Under this Bill, when u request
is made for o justice, the same difficulty will
pot arise, becanse if the people of a particular
district are satisfied to have certain people
. appointed, the Government can more readily
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accede to their wishes than they could if the
jurisdiction were to extend all over the colony.
I do not think any one can gruwble at that.
Objection hus been made that it will be very
awkward where justices are appointed in one
district, and sre unable to excreise jurisdiction
in another district which may be near b hand;
but by Clause 6 the Governwent can appoint,
in a case like this, justices who will have juris-
diction in both districts. If the Bill is not
passed, a certain amount. of inconvenience will
Lo caused to the residents of outlying dis-
fricts, as tho Government must hesitate to
appoint persons they do not know, The Hon.
My, Kidson referred to the Bill as n piece of
ueeless legislation. 1w afraid I cannotagree
with that, especially when we consider that
similav legislation is in force in England, in
Queensland, and in Victoria, ‘I'ne Hon. Mr.
Crowder suid the Bill should be thrown out,
and that it was no argnment that because the
measure was in forco in other parts of the
world it shonld be in foree here also. I do
uot say it is an argument, bul experience is
worth gsomething, although it muay be only
the experience of such unenlightened places
as  England, Queensland and Victoria.
This is not a great political matter, but a
question of the convenience of the people of
the cutlying districts of the colony. It has
been said that this Bill would meet with the
views of how. ruembers if all the justices were
reduced so that they might have jurisdiction
only in particular disteicts, Rebrospective
logislation is always unfair and dangerous and
I Qo not think we can fairly resort to that in
this instance. I think the thanks of the
House are due to the Hon. Mr. Stone for the
lucid explanation he has given as to some of
the Clauses of this Bill. No doubt the objec-
tions brought forward by the Hon. Mr. Parker
in connection with Clause 7 are worthy of con-
sideration, but we must remember that we
cannot make any Bill which willnot aet harshly
in gome cases, If Chis Houso thinks it
necessary to extend the jurisd ction of
justices, when ncting as coroners, to the whole
of the colony, I do not thie the Government
will object to it. Clause 11, if read carefully
seems to me to be fairly plain. :
Tue Hox. J. C. Fourges : It will not be to

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. 15. H.
Wittenoom): It weans that in anything
he does it is not necessary there should be an

. allegation that he is acting within his juris-
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diction. Then Clanse 12 says that no act shall
be invalid because the juatice is out of his
district ; but then the matter over which he
is exercising jurisdiction must be somethiog
over which he would have bad jurisdiction
if hu were in his own distriet.

T'ue How, A. B. Kipson: It does not suy so.

T'ne MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittenoom) : I will admit that the cluuse is
not us plain as it wight be, but we can amend
it in committes. I have come prepured with
amendments to lauses 9, 12 and 14 which will
wect, I think, the objections that have been
brought forwurd. The Hon. Mr. Crowder
thoughé it necessary to impute unworthy
motives o the Govermmment, bus I feel sure
when he stated what bhe did, be lnew the
Government vever intended tc cast a slur
upon any justice, und, moreover, he kuew tho
rcasons why this Bill is being brought forward.
Therefore T hardly think it fair, or in good
tuste, thot he should import these remarks
into the debate and abtribute unworthy
molives to the Government. | hope when it
is necessary to resort to the course he
suggested that the Hon, Mr. Crowder and
some of his friends will take tho places of the
present Government.

The House divided on the guestion * 'Lhak
the words proposed to be sfruck out stand
part of the question, ” with the following

result :—
Ayes ... . o ..o 12
Noes ... e 4
Majority for ... .. 8
AYES, Nogs.
Hown. K. MecLarty Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. J. W. Hackett Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. C. A. Piesse Hon. H. MeKernan
Hou. R. (. Burges Hon. F. 'T. Crowder
Hou. E. Robinson (Teller.)
Hon. E. Richardson
Hon, F. M. Stone
Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon. E. W. Duvies
Hon. I}. K. Congdon
Hon. J. {". Foulkes
Hon. E. H. Wittencom
{Teller.)

Question put and pussed.
Bill read » second time.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMEN'T BILL.,
SFCOND READING.
Trae Hon. 5. H. PARKER: 'The object of
this Bill is io Wring the law with regard to
married woinen’s preperty up w date und in
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accord with the law as it exists in England at
the present time. [ huve no doubt hon. wem-
ers are aware thot the Murried Women's
Fropervy Act we now have in force is similar
to thut which was pussed iu Englund in 1882.
Lo 1893 it was deemed ndvisable by the Imper-
inl Prurliament to awend thut Ack by a Stutute
of which this Bill is virtuully u copy. By
this Bill sub-sections 3 and 4 of section 1 of
the Act of 1892 are repealed, and the fol-
lowing substituted for them:—*1. Every
cuntract hercafter entered into by a
married woman, otherwise thun as agent,—
(z) Shall be deemed to be a contract entered
into by her with respect to and to hind her
sepurate property whether she is or is not in
fact posscssed of or entitied to any separate
property at the time when she enters into
such contruct ; (b)) Shall bind all separate pro-
perty which she may at that time or there-
wfter be possessed of or entitled to; and (c)
Bhall be enforceable by process of law against
all property which she way thereafter, while
Jdigeovert, be possessed of ox entitled to”
‘I'ne reason tor this amendment is, thot it has
been decided by the courta of law at Howe,
that U a married woman cnters into a contract
and at the time she enters into it she has ne
separnate property there is no separate property
to bind, and if she subscquently obtains
separate property, no process of law can re-
cover against it. Consequently im England
they altered the law so that if & woman enters
into a contract and she hus no separate pro-
perty when the contract was made, snd she
wfterwards becomes possessed of separate
property, the contract could be enforcenhle by
process of law against it while discovert. There
i& & provise to thia clause which reads that
nothing in this section contained shall rendar
availalle to sutisfy any liability or obligatior
arising out of such centract any ascparate
property which at that time or thereafter she
muy be restrained from anticipating. That is,
presuming a married woman had separate
property which she is restrained from antici-
pating or ulienating, no judgment against her,
or contract she enters into, can affect it; but
as regurds costs, Clause 2 of the Bill provides
that the Court may, if it thinks proper, order
that the costs of any action a married woman
is concerned in may be paid out of the separate
property which she is restrained from antici-
puting. In other words if a married woman
has settled upon her certain real property as
tv which ahe is entiiled to the rentsand prolits
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for life, the Court may appoint n receiver to
collect the rents and profits and appropriate
them to the costs of the action. Clause
3 of the Bill refers to the wills of
married women. It is propossd that section
24 of the Wills Act of 1837, which is in
force here,shall apply to married women. Tho
section reforred to cnacts that a will shell be
counstrued to speak and take offect as if executed
immediatoly before the death of the festator;
go that the will of a married woman, whether
possessed of separate property or not, or
whether at the time she made the will she had
no separate property fo devise or bequeath,
will take effect as if made immediately before
her decense. Consequently, if she acguires any
property after making the will, sach property
wilt pass. Then it is further provided that a
wowan need not re-exccute or republish hor
will after the death of her hushand ; that is,
the will of & married woman will remain goosd
whether her husband dies or not. These are
the simple provisions of this Bill, I may add
that the reason I have brought it forward is
that I introduced the Married Women’s Pro-
perty Act, and Lconsidered it my duty to see
that the law was kepi up to date, nnd also to
aee that the decisions whichk have been givenon
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the English Act by the Courts at Home, are -

met. I move the sacond reading of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.
1N COMM{TTRE.

Clanses 1 to 3 put and pasecd.

Clause 4. *“ Repeal.”

TuE Hon. F, M. STONE: I wmove that pro-
gress be reported. I do so with the view to
bringing in o clause dealing with the incomes
of married women.

Question put and passed.

Progress reported.

MINES REGULATION BILL.
SECOND BEADING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.E, H,
Wiitenoom) : Hon. gentlemen who have read
this Bill will, I am sure, recognise that it ig
one of the most important mensures that will
be introduced this session, It is well known
that as our goldfields are being opened up, the
mines are being taken to such depths that
they reguire a certain amount of supervision.
At present there is mo supervision, and the

consequence is that we do not know whether -

the mines arc opened up properly; whether
they are timbered properly; whether proper

Mines Regulalion Eill.

precautions are taken for the safety of the
lives and the health of the workmen, or whether
the machinery is good or bad,  'Therefore the
Government thought it ncceseary to introduce
this Bill giving them powers to inspect the
nmines throughout the Colony. When it
becomes law, ag I hope it will, mining inspec-
tors will be appointed to inspect and control
the mines and to sec that the work is carried
out in an efficient manner, not oaly for the
safety of the men cmployed, but also with a
view of having theines developed in the
most effective way possible. It may Le said
that they are worked well now, but it is diffi-
cult to find thut out. We know thatif o miner
were to complain he would not only be branded
by his own manager as ou officious mwan whe
caused trouble, hut othur manngers would get
to hear of it and they would not empley him,
Under these circumstances it is not to Dbe
expected that the men would complain, no
matter how the mine might be worked. It is
therefore necessary for the Government to
appoint inspectors to see that everything is
carried on as it should be. Hon. members will
sea that the Government anticipate that the
coal mines of this Colony will turn out satis-
factorily and they ave, thercfore, making use
of the present opportunity to include coal
mines as well as gold mines within the scope
of the Bill, so that it inay not be necessnry in
the future to deal with the matter agnin, At
present it is not necessary that there should
be a manager for n mine and, as the law stands,
the responsibility may be shifted frowm one to
another, and in the end we may find that no
one is nhsolutely responsible for anything that
may oceur. 'This Bill contemplates that a
miuve shall have o manager nominated by the
owners who shall be responsible for carrying
out the rules and regulations which this Bill
provides for.  Clause 1 provides that the act
shall apply only to such goldfields and mineral
districts us the Governor-in-Council may from
time to time direct, 'I'he next provision of
importance is contuined inClause 4. This
Cluuse sets out the penaities foroffences against
the Aet where penalties are not olherwise
provided. In the case of an owner the penalty
is £50, and in the casc of any other person it
is £10 for cach offence. The Bill is divided
into two parts—General and Collieries.  The
general portion relates to gold mines and the
other to collierics, 'The general portion is
divided into three heads—general, general
rules and engine-drivers. Under the head of
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“ general,” provision is made for
appointment of inspectors and for their
duties. It states that miners may complnin
to the Inspectora. 1f anything is wrong or
dangerous, two miners may be appointed by the
workmen to inspect the mine and mauke a re-
port and the Mining Manager may accompany
them.  Another important clause is that the
persons in charge of machinery shall only be
worked for a term of eight hours. All hon.
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foree until the Bill has been in operation for
six wonths, Tn the part demling with collieries
it will be found that miners have tho power o
appoint two of their number to imspect the
mine and report, If wen who have to work in
these mines do not feel safe, it is only right that
they should have sowe opportunity tc protect
their lives und Jimbs, Clause 42 provides that

" special rules shall be fraied and o copy sent

members will see the importance of o clouscaf !

this kind. Men in charge of wachinery have
to be careful and vigitant, for they held the
lives of their fellow men in their hands when
lowering or raising- the cages and working
the machinery, and eight hours, exclusive of
the time occupied in lighting fires or in taking

their meals, is sufficiently loag for them to -
. principal provisions of the Bill. Cur gold-

work, The gencral rules provide for the
handling and the stornge of powder, and for
the proper working of the mine.
ave of somo length, They deal with ventila-
tion, blasting, spaces in horse roads, keeping
spaces clear, fencing of entrance to shafts,
securing of shafts, protection of drives,siguoal-
ling and other matters. “Thus every precaun-
tion is taken to see thut the wines will be
effectively worked. If any workmun receives
an injury, compensation is to be awurded by
the employers, provided theemployec has not
received the injury through his own careless-
ness, Clause 31 is an important one. It pro-
vides thot where a mine is abandoned the
plansof the workings shall he deposited with
the Minister.  This information will often be
availed of because it will enable persons who
are thinking of agnain taking ap a mine to see
what has been done. Then we come to the
iwportant part of the Bill which daals with
the engine.drivers. It is provided that the
Government shall appoint & board consisting

These rules |

to the Minister of Mines for approval. Cluuse
48 provides that where payment is mode by
weight, proper weighing aterials shall be
provided, and the clause goes on to sny that
the men, at their own expense, wmay
appoint aomeone to check the weighing.
Clanse 50 provides that where o manager
neglects to provide rules he is liable to a
penalty not exceeding £30. These are the

mining industry 8 osssuming world-wide
dimensious, and therefore it is necessary that

© we should take steps at the present moment

of two people who shall have pewer to issue °

certificates. This is a mecessary provision
becanse, a8 we know, on the goldfields’ certifi-
cuted drivers are scarce. It is comsidercd
right and proper, bearing in mind the nature
of the work, that competent men should be
employed. So that the Bill shall not interfere
unduly, or work au injustice to these at pre-
sent employed, it is provided that men who
huve been driving engines for 12 months pre-
vious to the passing of the Actshall be
granted certificates, and it is further provided,
so as not to operate against the interests of
the mine owners, that the provision as to
having certificated drivers shall not come into

to see that the mincs are opened up properly.
If this Bill passes I can assuwre hon. membors
that T, in my position wa Minister for Mines,
will exorcise the greatest vare to sec that only
first-closs men are employod as inspectors.
‘FThe chject of the Bill is to casure that the
mines are worked in a Lhoreugh and workmnn-
like mapner, having regard to the safety of the
men employed and the interesta of the owners.
With these remavks I now move that the Bill
bo read & second time.

Tue Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the debate be adjourned.

Question pub and passed.

LICENSED SURVEYOR'S BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FUR MINES (Hon. ¥ I1,
Wittenoom) : I move that this Bill be read
second time. Hon. membera will see that it re-
peals to the Act of 1886, Thut Act does not pro-

¢ vide for a quorum of the Board, and there has

been a good deal of difficulty in consequence.
This Bill provides that three shall form a
quornm. Agein in the existing Act there is no
power given {othe Board tosuspend asurveyor,
The Board could vancel o license, but in some
cascs that might be too severe a punishinent,
and we propose now to give pewer to suspend
o cerlificate as well as to cancel it, This is
really o Bill fo facililute the working of the
department. Clause 2 states thut no license
under the cxisting Act shall be afected, and
Clause 4 provides for ithe constitution of the
Board which is to expire in December of every
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year. Clsuse 5 provides for the guorum and
Clause G scts out the duties and powers of the
Board. Clause 10 gives the Board power to
suspend any person for thres years if he has
commibted any of the offences set out in snb-
seetions ¢ to d.  Clauwse 11 provides thut if n
license granted elsewhere is cancelled or sus-
pended, it muy be cancelled or suspended here.
Clause 12 gives power to malo and alter
regulations with the approval of the Governor,
Clunse 15 gives power to licensed surveyors to
enter upun lands to determine the boundaries,
bul they must not commit any damage.
Clyuse 17 provides thut if any person fulsely
pretends he is o licensed surveyor, he is liable
to a fine wot excceding £100. That penalty
will, I think, deter anyone from acling with-
out i licen ¢, Hon. members will sce this is
# very useful Bill, and L now move that it be
read o second time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read u gevoud time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Cluuszes 1 o 3 put and passed.

UClause 4. Constitution uf Buwrd,”

THe Hon. A B. KIDSON: ‘This ¢luuse
stutes that the licensing board is to consiat of
the Surveyor Gencral and five other members.
I move that ' five ” be struck out and “four”
be ingerted in len thereof. As the Billatands
there might be three members voting on each
side, and this might be awkward considering
that theve is no provision by which the Sur.
veyor-ticneral is to have o casting vote.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittencom): I might explain that this Bill
has been before n confersnce of surveyors in
Melbourne. I wam not prepnred to say that
five members would not be lLetter than six,
but [ eannot nccept the amendment without
veference. If the hon, member presses it 1
must move to report progress.

Tue Hoxr. A. B, KIDSON: [ do press it.

Tue Hon, R. G. BURGES moved that pro-
gress be reported.

Question put and passed.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon E. H.
Wittenoom}: [ wmove that the House do now
adjourn,

Tne Hon. 5. H. PARKER: This House
adjourned for a week so that we wmight bave
atmethiug by this Lime to go om with,
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but it sesms that there is no particular
harry on the part of another place to get their
Bills passed. Why then should we be con-
tinunlly meeting for a short time to do no-
thing? I suggest that we should adjourn for
a fortnight so that when we do meet again we
shull bave something to do.  The Government
knew this House was going to sit to-day and
they, having charge of the husiness in snother
place, did not consider it worth while to call
the House together to-day so that messages
might be sont 4o us. Why then should we
trouble? Weo often meet to euit the con-
venience of the other House, but they do not
secm to study us in any way. Perhaps we
might weet to-morrow to get sowme of the
messages down and then we might adjourn
tor a fortnight.

Twus MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : Now that country members are
here we might meet to-morrow and get through
some of the first rveadings. We can then
decide when we shall adjown to.  There is no
desire to bring hon. mewbers here wore than
is necessary, and as far as L am concorned, I
shall be willing to adjourn for us long a time
ag possible conswstent with doing the business
of the country.

Tur Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the dehate he adjourned.

Question put and passed.

The House at 630 c'clock p.w. adjourned
untii Thursday, 1st August, 1833, at 430
o’clock pm




