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to regulate the sale of agricultnral fertilisers
and feeding stuffs and to ensure that th,-y
are what they are really pretended to be, 'rho
Bill is designed to protect the publio against
fraud. Many farmers and others spend large
sumsg of money in the purchase of feed stuffs3
and fertilisers withnut having sufficient
chemical knowledge to ensure their getting
what is represented as being sold to themi, and
that it contains the necessatry fertilising
qualities to do the work required of it. In
many cases he is only made a dupe, and~ the
Bill will' be a mneans of protecting him against

fraud.
Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND
PUBLIC 'lELEOltAMS.

By leave of the House, Mr. MNOaAse with-
drew his notice of motion, that members of
Parliament should during session b'e allowed
to send telegraphic messages for public pur-
poses free of charge.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned 6-35 o'clock, pi.i.

&U8D t 111 ,
Wednesdaky, 31st .falv, 1895.

Just ices Appointonent Bill.- second iceadiqig; ad-
iemersed deae-Jfonird Womsen's Propcrty Act
A mendinent kill: second reading; coniittee-

finaes Reqsietion 11tH: secand? reafdiny-Licensrd
Seryors ll second reading; comunrzice-

Adjosrnmneei.

Tax PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) took
the chair at 4-SO o'clock p.m.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.

SECOND READINO-ADJOUflNED DEBATE.

Tim HoN. R. GL BURGES; I think this is aL
Bill more for the consideration of the legal
than for the lay members of the House. Mly

principal object in moving the adjournment of
the debate on the last occasion was thait we
should have a. fuller tiouso, in order tltt so
important a matter as this might have the
fullest consideration. I am glad to see that
we now have a fuller Rouse. I do not know
exactly why this Hill has been broughtb in,
although I was led to believe it had beun ren-
dered necessary on account of somje ease
which occurred lfat year. Under the pre-.ent
law the Gover-nment hatve thuI WII puwe~rs
that they now wish to take under' Clause . A of
this Bill, beatuse they could at any time
Ga:ette new cnmmnissions, leaving out the
names of justices they do Dot wish to be con-
tinued on the roll. Hitherto this has been
done in several cases. It has heen said that
this Bill will degrade people by ma~king them
justices for districts only, while others are
justices for the whole colony. I can only say,
in reply to this, that it is open for anyone
whea offered the position to decline it. I
knew if I were offered such a position I should
decliine it. The Ron. 31r. Parker pointed out
thatClause 7statesthat no person shall exercise
the jurisdiction of a coroner outside his own
district, and he has said that such a provision
would operate harshly, especially in the gold-
fields' districts. [ am inclined to agree with him
in thisrespect. It is said that a&similar Act isin
force in Great Britain, but evn there, I
believe, it does not give general satisfaction.
The clause to which the Hen. Mr. Parker has
referred may even be inenuvenient to the
G-overnmueat themselves. 'Phen it was poin ted
Out that Clauses I11 and 12 practically do away
with the rest of the Hill, but I believe it is not
intended that such shall be the ease. AsI
understand Clause 11 it mecans that an Act
done by a justice shall be taken to have bee4n
rightly done unless the contrary isahown, and
Clause 12 provides that the act of a justice is
neot to he invalidated mnerely because lie has
acted outside his jurisdiction. I admit these
clauses arc a little difficult to grasp the mecan-
ing of, but I hope hon. members Will alloW the
Bill to go into Commuittee, so that we can
makre the wordiug more plain. If we are
unmble to do so we can then throw the Bill
out.

Tax HON. F. T. CROWDER: I have gone
carefully into the clauses of this BiTl As a
layman, so far as the legal points are con-
corned, I cannot give an opinion. There are
five learned members in this [louse who will,
[ aic sure, see that nothing which is leg-ally
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wrong is allowed to pass, I look at the matter
purely fromt aL colMon-scnse point of view,
and I cannot see why the Bill was introduceed.
I shiall, therefore, move tliatit be- read a second
time this day six months. I have been led to
take thisstand by the actionof the Government.
It must have been at least two or three
months ago since they knew that it was their
intention to bring forward this Bill, and yet,
knowing thati, they appointed a number of
justices for the whole colony. It seems as if
the Governmwent, having made all their f riands
Justices of the Peace, now wish to pass a Bill,
the effect of which will he to insult the rest of
the community by aying there is not intnllig-
enee enough remaining to warrant any others
being made justices for the whole celony. t
have made enquiries, and I have found that
nto objection exists to the AO" under which
justices are now appointed. There has been
some slight trouble under the present Act, but
there will be trouble nder any Act because,
I take it, no law can be made which will give
absolute satisfaction to the whole of the com-
nmunity. In the discussion which has already
taken place on this subject the matter of ap-
pointing justices for the goldielda' districts
has been referred to. -It hex. been said that
the Government cannot know all the different
gentlemen they were asked to appoint. I do
not think it in necessary that the Government
should know. They should have trust and
confidence in those who recommend the
gentlemen for appointment. It is well known
that these small communities are very jealous
in their recommendations, and besides this
the Government have always the power of
getting rid of an undesirable justice. It seems
to me that whenever an obnoxious Bill is
brought before this House an effort is made
to cram down the throats of hoax. members
the fact that it is the law somewhere else.
Admitting that it is the law in England and in
same of the Australian Colonies, it dues not
follow that we have not common-sense enough
to know whether we require it here. I hope
hon. members will throw this Bill out and
show the people that this House is not
prepared to allow the Government to cast a
slur upon the cominunity-bacauso I take itit
means nothing else-by saying that certain
people are such o ojeetionable characters that
they can only be trusted to carry out the
duties appertaning to the officee of a&Justice of
the Peace in certain districts, and are unfi to
take any part in the administration of the

law as regards the rest of the colony. The
IClauses of the Bill seem to me to be contradic-

tory. Clause I statesn that justices shall be
appointed for districts, and then by Clauses 11
and 12 this is completely nullified. If the acts
of the justices are not invalidated when they
act outside their own district, as is stated in
Clause 12, I should like to know what is the
reason for this Bill. I ask lion. members no&
to allow it to go into committee, because it is
the principle of the Bill that is objectionable.
It will create two classes of justices-one for
the whole colony and the other for districts;
and I say it is not fair to make this distinction.
I know if I were offered the position of justice
to a district T should take it as a backhanded
compliment. If this Bill provided that on the
passing of the Act the present commissions
should be cancelled and the present justices,
as well as the future ones, made justices for
districts only, I would be inclined to pass it ;
but creating, as it does, two classes of justices.
I hope I shall have the suppoit of hon. mem-
bers in moving that the Bill be read a second
time this day six months.

Tftr HON;. S. J. HAYNES: I have gone
through this Bill as carefully as time would
permit, and I feel bound to second the motion
of the Hon. Mr. Crowder that it be read a
second time this day six months. The
intention of the Bill, as I read it, is to wake
certain gentleman justices for the whole
colony, and others justices for particular dis-
tricts only. I think also that the benefits
that might be gained by the Bill are likely
to be mach overshadowed by the inconveni-
ence it will cause to the general public.
Those who hold a commission of the peace at
present have fulfilled their duties well, and in
the future, if justices are appointed who are
found to be unsuitable, there is a remedy
under the present law by which they can be
removed. I think this may be called a good
lawyer's Bill, because on every possible occa-
sion a question of jurisdiction. wiUl be raised,
which will mean costs to the parties can-
cerned. I think a wide jurisdiction for jus-
tices is greatly in favor of the public, and
therefore the present law rather commends
itself to my mind than does the Bill now
before the House. Clause 7 with respect to
coroners willI, to my mind, be productive of a
great deal of trouble, and Clauses 121 and 12
seem to mne to be somewhat contradictory. I
shall therefore vote for the amendment.

Tix HoN. F. M. STONE: I was not present
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during the previous debate upon this Bill, hut
I have read what are the objections of hon.
memubers, and it seems to ime that many of
them can be overcome when we get into com-
mittee. The main thing for us to consider
now is whether the principle of the Bill is a
good one or not. We are now looking to the
futnre. This colony is going to be a large and
thickly-populated one, and that being so, it
will lie necessary to have it divided into
magisterial districts. In England a similar
course has been pursued, which has worked
well for macny years, If it had not worked
well it would haie been done away with long
ago. In Victoria and Queensland similar pro-
visions have been found necessary, and in
these colonies no one ever heard it said that a
slur, or an insnlt, had been passed on the corn-
inunity because ihec justices appointed were
given jurisdiction in particular districts only.
To use such an argument here seems to me to
he absnrd. The idea of this Bill is to appoint
certain people to the comimission of the peace
who may have a knowledge of particular
matters within their own districts. In a pas-
toral district, for instance, a justice may be
appointed who has a particular knowledge of
pastoral mnatters; but if the same gentleman
came to Fremantle to try a shipping case he
would be out of his element as compared with
a local justice who had more knowledge
of shipping. In the same way gentle-
men having a knowledge of mnining would
be especially suitable to try cases on
the goldfields, while they might, perhaps,
not be equal to trying the class of ease which
comes before the Court in Perth. I dinot see
any insult in this. Of course, thle present
justices who have been appointed for the
whole colony have a kind of vested right, but
if any bon. member objects to a continuiance
of their general commission, he can move,
when the Bill is in committee, to strike out
the Clause which relates to it. Because hen.
Members abjet to having two clauses of jus-
tices, it is no reason why we should throw the
whole Bill out, especially when we3 can make
what alterations we like in commiittee. There
are certain clauses in the Dill which recoim-
mend themuselves to most hon. memabers. For
instance, by Clausa 9) the Governor-in-Council
may remove any justice. It is true the Gov-
ernment have a similar power nder the
present Act, but it is rather difficuilt to wrark,
because, if an objectionable justice will net
resign, the Government have to issue a new

commission for the whole of the colony in

1order to get rid of the persson objected to.
Under Clause 8 the judges and ulenuliers of
tile Executive Council atre ex officio justices,
and Clause 9 provides that these persons may
be struc off the roll. I think we m igh t amend
this clausae in commnittee, hecause I do not con-
aider it right that power should hoe left in the

1hands of the Executive to remuove a judge
from the commission of the peace, nor
should the itiem hers of the Executive have
power to remove one of their own number.

Wihrogard to Clause 12 there seemis to be a
difference of opinion. I must admiit that when
I first read it it seemed to inc to undo the rest
of the Bill, but on looking at it more closely I
donot think it does. For instance, if a justice
having jurisdiction at Coolgardia were in
Perth and A crinie was committed, the police
could go, to that justice and get a warrant
which would be good if the offence were such
that the justice originally would have juris-
diction to deal with. At the same time I1
should like to see the wording of the clause
altered so as to muakeo the intention more clear.
It is a clause taken from the Queensland Act,
and it has been found to work well there.
With reference to the use of the words
"Clerk of Potty Sessions" in Clause 14, 1 think
a mistake has crept in in copying the Bill. In
England a Clerk of Petty Sessions issues
summonses, but of course lie does not here.
However, we can strike these words out in
comnmittee, and there is no necessity to throw

ithe whole Bill out simply because these words
are in the clause.

TimHoN. J. W. H4&CIKCSTT: I have listened]
to this debate, and I1 have not heard any

raso why this Bill should not be takren a
step further, so that we may have thle difficul-
ties which have been raised threshed out It
seems to me that none of the arguments
which have been used go to the reot of the
ll -] Certain verbal exceptions have been

takenR to two or three clauses which seein to
nie toi he miore or less well founded, but
this does not warrant us in throwing out the
Hilt at this stage. I hope we shall go into
committee, and that then the gentleman who
represents the Government will be prepared
wit h some amen dment w hich w ill put the Bll
in a letter shape than it is in now. As tar ats
the argumen3Cts go, the complaint seems to be
thit thea Bill does net go far encrugh, and that

1the desire of some lion. inem hers is thnt the
j ustives, in Jat ure, shall all be confined to a
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jurisdiction within certain districts. This is
a matter which of course can easily be effected
in committee. At the samne time it spems to
lee that the colony is too large fur jnistitL'5 in
the future to be appointed having- a general
jurisdiction. In Perth and Freman tle and the
larger towns it, is the ambition of' sonic persons
to be appointed justices, and. as a rule, only
those who have, after many years, won the
respect and confidence of the comnmanity that
are given the commission. On the other hand
we know that in some of the country districts
niwny gentlemen are appointed to the conm-
wissioni of the peace who, had they lived in
Perth or Frenmantle, would not have been
appointed. It seems to me that we need not
Cavil at the nuaber of gentlemen who wiUl
hold appointments for the whole of the colony,
because it is only a matter of time when they
must die, end the appointments will go with
then,.

TnE I-oN. F. P. Cao'wnxni: About forty were
appointed last month.

Thew HoK. J. W. HACKEiTT -I agree that

it would have been better had the Govern-
ment held their hand ad have allowed this
Bill to pass before making further appoint-
ments. T1hen there is another reason why a
13111 of this. kind is necessary.. We have nut
arrived at thw- pitch in this colony when what
is known as Bench packing is practised. It has
prevailed in thbe other colonies, and unless we
have some such mneasure ats this we shall find at
similar systemn prevail here. Another reason.
for this Bill is that if gentlemen finJ themn-
selves appoinited to a particular district, they
will feel it their duty to sit On the Bench woreo
often than they would if their jurisdiction ox-
tended throughout the colony. I am firmly
persuaded that when the magistracy oif a par-
ticular district is confined to a few persona,
they will find it incumbent upon them to at-
tend to the duties of their office more so than
if a wider sphere of jurisdiction were given to
them. On all these grounds I think the Bill
is entitled to have a fair trial. We should
certainly go into committ-'e upon it, and if,
whena it emerges from that stage, it is still
unsatisfactory, we can throw it out on the
third reading. I myself, do not think somei of
the Clauses are satisfactory, but we can alter
them. The Ron. Mr. Stone endeavored to ex-

plain Clause 12, bet I think it goes
rather further than lie said it does, I
am inclined to think that it validates
the act Of a justice wieRULier lie acts mU

his own district or not. But these are
really matters which the process of committee
is intenuded to get over. I shall, therefore,
vote for the second reading of the Bill.

THEx lio. E. McL&iCTY: I think it wiser
for us to leave the consideration of the details
of this Hill to the legal members of the House,
although I ani personally in favor of the prin-
ciple of it. 'I hoe colony is becoming thickly
populated, and it is necessary to appoint jus-
tices in the outlying districts. Although it is
necessary to make those appointments, it is
not necessary that when the persons appointed
remove from Oine district to another they
should carry with them their jurisdiction as
justices unless re-appointed. It is said thact

gentlemen will not accept the office uinder the
conditions named in the Bill, but that is a
matter which each individual concerned must
decide for himself. If any person is offered
the position, and he considers itsL degradation.
he is not forced to accept it. I have long
thought that something of this kind is neces-
sary, anld I Shell support the Bill.

'rap lion. D. K. CONOGDO N: A t first I was
inclined to support the amendment, but I do
not think I shall do so new after the trouble
and expense which have been incurred in
briniging the matter hefozte the House. I
think We May go into counuittee, and if then
we cannot make a good Bill of it, we can after-
wards throw it out.

'rmc Hlob. A. D3. KIOSON: I have listened
carefully to arguments on. both sides of this
question. With regard to the argument of
the Hon. 3Mr. Hackett, he said that the reaLsons
in favor of this Bill far outweighed those
against it. But on listening to hiin carefully
he only gave one reason, which was that the
colony wams gettieg too large to continue the
present practice. I do not know that the
colony is ainy larger now than it has been
during the last five years, and it seems tow me,
therefore, that the argument he used was a
very weak one. The great objection I have
to the Bill is that it will create two classes of
justices, which, in my opinion, is an undesir-
able thing to do. The Hion. Mr. tone said
we must look to the future, hut I submit that
we must not look too far into the future or be
guided to too great an extent by the legislation
of the old country, or of the other colonies,
and for this reason : We do not know whether
in England or the other colonies there were
ever justices having a general jurisdiction,
and probably the chances are there were not.
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I think one good object we shall gain by
throwing out the Bill is that it wilt enable
the Ministry to re-draft it. I do not know
that we sit here to act as Parliamentary
draftsmen; I rather think we should have
submitted to us measures drafted in proper
formi and not be compelled to waste times in
re-casting the bulk of the clauses of any Bill.
For' these reasons I S1i61 Support the amend-
ment.

TasE HoK. C. A. PIESSE: I shall support
the second reading of this Bill, and I hope.
with the amendments that are made in com-
mittee, to be able to support the third reading
also. Before sitting down, I sbould like to
draw attention to what I consider the uncalled
for remarks of the Hon. Mr. Parker during the
last debate which took place on this subject.
I refer to his remarks on the appointment of
justices, He was a member of the Ministry
which appointed them, and therefore I con-
sider his remarks both uncalled for and in
very bad taste. I may say, us one of the jus-
tices appointed, that I feel indignant at these
remarks, and I think it is only right that I
should publicly draw attention to the matter,
considering that the bon. gentleman was a
member of the Ministry which made the ap-
poinitments.

Tim MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. ' . I.
Wittenoom):. I hope hon. memubers will pause
bjefore they take steps to throw (aut this Bill.
It is a Bill which has been thought over very
carefully by the Government, and it has been
considered a useful measure in the old Country
and in some of the otber colonkies. If we do
not pass it I am sure it will cause great incon-
vonience in some districts where justices arc
required. In almost every district there is a
demand for justices, and they are necessary
if only for the purpose of witnessing signa-
tures. issuing summonses and search warrants.
In many cases a request is made to the Gov-
ernment that a justice should be appointed.
On considering the matter, it is found very
often that the person whose name is suggested
is unknown to the Government, and the
consequence is that there is a de-
gree of hesitancy as to appointing
them when the jurisdiction which has
to be given under the present law, is a
general one. Under this BiUl, when at request
is made for a justice, the same difficulty will
not arise, because if the people of a particular
district are satisfied to have certain people
appointed, the Government can more readily

Justices AppO0iLL14Cu1 Bitt.

accede to their wishes than they could if the
jurisdiction were to extend all1 ever the colony.
I do not think any one can grumible at that.
Objection has been Luade that it will be very
awkward where justices are appointed in one
district, and axre unable to exercise j urisdiction
in another district which may be near at hand;
hut by Clause 6 the Government can appoint,
in a case lke this, justices who will have juris-
diction in both districts. If the Bill is not
passed, a certain amoni of inconvenience will
be caused to the residents of outlying dis-
tricts, as the GoverMeDnt must hesitate to
appoint persons they do net know, The Hon.
Mr. Kidson referred to the Bill as a. piece of
useless legislation, lam afraidlIcannotagree
with that, especially when we consider that
similar legislation is in force in England, in
Queensland, and in Victoria, 'The Hfon. Mr.
Crowder said the Bll should be thrown out,
and that it wag no argument that because the
mneasure was in force in other parts of the
world it shouldd be in force here also. I do
not say it is an argument, but experience is
worth something, although it may be only
the experience of such unenligh tened phtes
as England, Queensland and Victoria.
This is not a great political matter, bitt a
question af the convenience of the people of
the outlying districts of the colony. It has
been said that this Bill would meet with the
views of lion. ruwunbcrs if all the justices ,.-ere
reduced so that they 'night have jurisdiction
only in particular districts. Retrospective
legislation is always unfair an d dangerous and
I do not think we can fairly resort to that in
this instance. I think the thanks of the
House are due to the Hon. Mr. tone for the
lucid explanation he has given as to some of
the Clauses of this Hill. No doubt the objec-
tione brought forward by the Hon. Mr. Parker
in connection with Clause 7 are worthy of con-
sideration, but we must remember tha~t We

cannot mnake any 13111 which willunot act harshly
in some cases. If' this House thinks it
necessary to extend the jurisd etion of
justices, when acting as coroners, to the whole
of the colony, I do not thinz!r the Government
wil objet to it. Clause 11, if read carefully,
seems to me to be fairly plain.

THEs HON. J, C. FOULKES It1 will not be to
the ordinary 3. P.

Tar MIN ISTER FOR MINES (Ren. 1!1. H.
Wittenoom): It mecans that in anything
he does it is not necessary there should be an

-allegation that he is acting within hi, juris-
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diction. Then Clause 12 says that no act shall
be invalid because the justice is out of his
district ; but then the matter over which he
is exercising jurisdiction must be something
over whic he would have had jurisdidbion
if he were in his own district.

Ins HoN. A. B. KimsoN: It does not say so.
Tue M INISTER FOR MIN ES (Hon. E. 11

Wittenooum) :I will admit that the clause is
not as plain as; it might be, but we can amend
it in .ommittee. I have come prepared with
amendments to Clauses 0, 12 and 14 which will
mct, I think, the objections that have been
brought forward. The Hon. Mr. Crowder
thought it necessary to impute Unworthy
motives to the Governmeant, but I feel sure
when he stated what he did, he know the
Government never intended to cast a blur
upon any justice, and, moreover, fie knew the
reasons why this Bill is being brought forward.
Therefore I hardly think it fair, or in good
taste, that he should import these remarks
into the debate and attribute unworthy
motives to the Uovernient. I hope when it
is necessary to resort to the course he
suggested that the Hon. Mr. Crowder and
some of his friends will take the plaoos of the
present Government.

Thle Rouse divided on the question "That

the words proposed to be struck out stand
part of the question, " with the following
result:-

Ayes - ..
Noes.. ..

floi.
lion.
Holl.
HOD.
Ron.
Holl.
Holl.
Hon.
lion.
Haln.
lion.
Hon.

Majority for

Avisl.
E-,. MeLarty
J. W. Hackett
C. A. Piesse
8. G. Surges
E Robinson
E. Richardson
F. M1. Stoane
11. J. Saunders
E. NV. Davies
D. K. Congdon
J. 4'. Foulkes
E. H. Witteneom

(Teller.)

-. ... 12

Hon. A. B. Kidoon
lion. S. J1. Haynes
Hon. H. MoKernan
Ho.. F- T1. Crowder

(Teller.)

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

MiARtH D WOMEN'S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SFXOg-D tANO

Tits HON. S. H. PARKER: The object of
this Bill is to bring the law with regard to
married womnu-'s property up to date and in

accord ,vith the law as it exists in England at
the present time. I have no doubt hion. mem-
bers are aware that the Married Women's
Property Act we now have in force is similar
to that which was passed iii England in 1882.
In 1893 it was deemed advisable by the Imper-
ial Parliament to amend that Act by a Statute
of which this Bill is virtually aL copy. By
this Bill sub-sections 3 and 4 of secton I of
the Act of 1892 ame repealed, and the fol-
lowing substituted for them,-" 1. Every
contract hereafter entered into by a
malrried wonalan, otherwise than as agent,-
(a) Shall be deemed to be a contract entered
into by her with respect to and to bind her
separate property whether she is or is not in
fact possessed of or entitled to any separate
property at the time when she enters into
such contract;1 (b) Shall bind all separate pro-
pert3' which she may at that time or there-
after be possessed of or entitled to; and (c)
Shall be enforceable by process of law against
all property which she may thereafter, while
discovert, be possessed of or entitled to."
Vho reason for this anamedmnent is, that it has
been decided by the courts of law at Home,
that if a married woman enters into a contract
And at the time she enters into it she has no
separate property there is no separate property
to bind, and if she subsequently obtains
sepatrate property, no proess of law can re-
cover against it. Consequently in England
t-hey altered the law so that if a wome= enters
into a coentract and she has no separate pro-
perty when the contract was maei, and she
afterwards becomes possessed of separate
property, the contract could be enforceable by
process of law against it while discovert. 'tre
is a&proviso to this clause which reads tbat
nothing in this section contained shall rendr
available to satisfy any liability or obligatior
arising out of such contract any separate
property which at that time or thereafter she
may be restrained from anticipating. That is,
presuming a married woman. had separate
property which she is restrained from antici.
pating or alienating, no judgment against her,
or contract she enters into, cam affect it;1 but
as regards costs, Clause 2 of the Bill provides
that the Court may, if it thinks proper, order
that the costs Of any action a married woman
is concerned in may be paid out of the separate
propierty which she is restrained from antici-
pating. In other words if a married woman
has settled upon her certain real property as
to which shte is entitled to the rents and prolits
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for life, the Court may appoint a receiver to
collect the rents and profits and appropriate
thorn to the costs of the action. Clause
3 of the Bill refers to the wvills of
married women, It is proposed that section
24 of the Wills Act of 1837, which is in
force here,shall apply to married women. The
section referred to enacts that a will shall be
construed to speak and take effectas if executed
immediately before the death of the testator;
so that the will of a married woman, whether
possessed of separate property or not, or
whether at the time she made the will she had
no separ-ate property to devise or bequeath,
will ta~ke effect as if made immnediately before
her decease. Consequently, if she acquires any
property after making the will, such property
will pass. Then it is further provided that a
woman need not re-exeute or republish her
will after the death of her husband ; that is,
the will of a married woman will remain good
whether her husband dies or not. These are
the simple provisions of this Bill. I may edd
that the reason I have brought it forward is
that I introduced the Married Women's Pro-
perty Act, and L considered it my duty to see
that the law was kept up to date, and also to
see that the decisions which have been. given on
the English Act by the Courts at Home, are
met. I move the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMIflKL

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4. 1,Bepeal."
TanF HoN. IF, M. S5TONE : I wove that pro-

gress be reported. I do so with the view to
bringing in a clause doaling with the incomes
of married wonmen.

Question put and passed.
Progress reported.

MINES REGULATION BILL.
*COxflb ]ZEADINO.

Tat MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. JH.
Wittenoom): Hon. gentlemen who have read
this Bill will, I am sure, recognise that it is
one of the most important measures that will
be introduced this session. It is well known
that as our goldields are being opened up, the
mines ore being taken to such depths that
they require a certain amount of supervision.
At present there is no supervision, and the
consequence is that we do not know whether
the mines are opened up properly; whether
they are timbered properly ; whether proper

precautions are taken for the safety of the
lives aodthe health of the workmien, or whether
the machinery is good or bad. Therefore the
Government thought it necessry to introduce
this Bill giving them powers to inspect the
inines throughout the Colony. When it
becomes law, as I hope it will, ning inspec-
tore will be appoin ted to inspect and control
the mines and to see that the work is carried
out in an efficient manner, not only for the
safety of the men employed, but also with a
view of having the mines developed in the
most effective way possihle. It may be said
that they are worked well now, but it is diffi-
cult to find that out, We know thatif a miner
were to complain he would not only be branded
by his own manager as an offieious man who
caused trouble, but other managers would get
to hear of it and they would not employ hiim.
Under these circumstances it is not to be
expected that the men would complain, no
matter how the wine might be worked. It is
therefore necessary for the Government to
appoint inspectors to see that everything is
carried on as it should be. Hoe. members will
see that the Government anticipate that the
coal mines of this Colony will turn out satis.-
factorily and they are, therefore, making use
of the present opportunity to include coal
mines Lis well as gold mines within the scope
of the Bill, so that it mtay not be necessary in
the f utu re to deal with the matter again. At
present it is net necessary that there should
be a manager for a mine and, as the law stands,
the responsibility ny be shiftcd from one to
another, and in the end we may aind that no
one is absolutely responsible for anything th at
may occur. 'Tbis Bill contemplates that a
mine shall have a manager nominated by theo
owners who shall be responsible for carrying
out the rules and regulations which this Bill
provides for. Clause 1 provides that the Act
shall apply only to such goldflelds and mineral.
districts as the Governor-in-Council may from
time to time direct, The next provision of
importance is contained in Clause 4. This
Olause sets out the penalties foroffences against
the Act where penalties are not otherwise
provided. In the case of an owner the penalty
is £50, and in the case of any other parson it
is £10 for each offence. The Bill i divided
into two parts--General and Collieries. The
general portion relates to gold mines and the
other to collieries. The genieral portion is
divided into three heads-general, general
rules and engine-drivers. Under the head of
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"1general," provision is made for the
appointment of inspectors and for their
duties. It States that miners may complain
to the Inspectors, If anything is wrong or
dangerous, two miners may be appointed by the
workmen to inspect the mine and make a re-
port and the Mining Maniager' may accompany
them. Another important clause is that the

persons in charge of machinery shall only be
worked for a term of eight hours. All lion.
members will see the importance of a clause of
this kind. Men in char-ge of machinery have
to be caref ul and vigilant, for they hold the
lives of their fellow men in their bands when
lowering or raising the cages and working-
the machinery, And eight hours, exclusive of
the time occupied in lighting fires or in taking
their meals, is sulllciently long for them to
work. The general rules provide for the
handling and the storage 61 powder, and for
the proper working of the mine. These rules
are of seone length. They deal with ventila-
tion, blasting, spaces in horse roads, keeping
spaces clear, fencing of entrance to shafts,
securing of shafts, protection of drives, signal-
ling and other matters. Thus every precau-
tion is taen to see that the wines will be
effectively worked. If any workmuan receives
an iujury, compensation is to be awa~rded by
the employers, provided the employee has not
received the injury through his own careless-
nes. Clause 31 is an important one. It pro-
vides that where a mine is abandoned the
plans of the workings shall bie deposited with
the Minister. This information will often be
availed Of because it will enable persons who
are thinking of again taking up a mine to see
what has been done. Then we come to the
important part of the 'Bil which deals with
the engine-drivers. It is provided that thu
GoverDnenit Shall Appoint a hoard consisting
of two people who shall have power to issue
certificates. This is a necessary provision
because, as we know, on the go'ldfields' certill-
cared drivens are scarce. It is considured
right and proper, bearing in wind the nature
of the work, that competent mn should be
employed. So that the Bill shall not interfere
undufly, or work an injustice to those at pre-
sent employed, it is provided that men who
have been driving engines for 12 months pre-
vious to the passing of the Act shall be
granted certificates, and it is further provided,
so as net to operate against the interests of
the mine owners, that the provision as to
ha~ving certificated drivers shall not come into

force until the Bill has been in operation for
six months. In the part dealing with collieries
it will be found that miners have the power to
appoint two of their number to inspect the

mine and report. If muon who have to wenk in
these mines do not feel safe, itis only right tha~t
they should have seie opportunity to protect
their lives and limbs. Clause 42 provides that
special rules shall be framed and aL copy sent
to the Minister of Mines for approval. CIlause
48 provides that where payment is made hy
weight, proper weighing materials shall be
provided, and the clause goes on to say that
the men, at their own expense, may
appoint someonte to cheek the weighing.
Clause 50 provides that whore a m0ana~ger
neglects to provide rules he is liable to a

*penalty not exceeding X-50. These ire the
principal provisions of thme Bill. Our gold-
mining industry is assuming world-w ide

*dimensions, and therefore it is necessary that
we should take steps at the present momevnt
to see that the mines are opened ap properly.
If this Bill passes I can assure lion. members
that I, in my position as Minister for Mines,
wiUi exorcise the greatest care to see tbat only
first-class ina are employod as inspectors.
The objecut of the Bill is to ensure th it 6the
wines are worked ini a thorough and workmuaa-
like manner, having regard to the safety of th mo
men employed and the interests of the owners.
With these remarks I new move that the Bill
be read a second time.
*Tax Ho1N. I'. T. CROWDER moved that
the debate he adjourned.

Question put and passed.

LICENSED SURVEYOR'S BIL.

TirsE MINISTER FOR MUINES (Ron. h. I-t.
Witteneoni) :I move that this Bill be read aL

second ti-me. Hon. members will see that ibre-
peals to the Act of 1880. That Act does not pro-

*vide for a. quiorum of the Board, and there has
been a good deal of difficulty in eousequence.
-This Bill provides that three shall formu a
qulorumn. Again in the existing Act there is no
power given to the Board to suspend a surveyci-.
The Board could cancel a license, bet in some
cases that might be too severe a punishmtent,
ad we propose now to give power to suspend
a certificate as well as to cancel it. This is
really a Bill to facilitate the working of the
department. Clause 2 state-s thaLt no license
under the existing Act shall be affected, and
Clause 4 provides for the constitution of the
Beard which is to expire it, Deceutbeireof evei-y
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year. Claums 5 provides for the quorum and
Clause 6 sets out theduties and powers of the
Board. Clause 10 gives the Board power to
suspend any person for three years if he has
committed any of the offences set out in sub-
sections a to d. Clause 11 provides that if a
license granted elsewhere is cancelled or sus-
p)ended, it mnay be cancelled or susp~ended here.
Clause 12 gives power to make and atter
regulations with the approval of the Governor.
Clause 15 gives power to licensed surveyors to
enter upon lands to determine the boundaries,
bmut they must not commit any daimage.
Clause 17 provides that if any person falsely
pretends he is at licensed surveyor, he is liable
to a fine not exceeding £100. That penalty
will, I think, deter anyone from acting with-
out a lice,, e. Hion. mnemblers will bee this is
a, very useful Bill, and I now move that it be
read a second time.

Question put aid passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITLE.

Clauses 1 to 3~ Pit and passed.

(Iamse, 4. "Constitution ef Board."
['ME HoN. A. B. KIDSON: T'his clause

states that the licensing board is to consist of
the Surveyor General and five other members.
I move that ' five " be struck out and " four "
he inserted in liou thereof. As the Bill stands
there might be three members voting on each
side, and this might be awkward considering
that there is no provision by which the Sur-
veyor-4.4enoral is to have a causting vote.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenooma): I might explain that this Bill
has been before a conference of surveyors in
Melbourne. I am not prepared to say that
five members would not be better than six,
but f cannot accept the amendment without
reference. If the lion. member presses it I
must move to report progress.

THEs EoH. A. B3. KID SON: I do press it.

THx HoN. R. G. BIJRUES monved. that pro-
gress be reported.

Question put and passed.
Progress reported.

ADJOURiNMENT.
TuE MINIST ER FOR MIXES (Hon E. H.

Wittenoom): I move that the house do now
adjourn.

THE lios. S. H. PARKER: This House
adjourned for a week. so thatI we umight have
a(ttbug by this time to go on with,

but it seems that there is no particular
hurry on the part of another place to get their
Bills passed. Why then should wye be con-
tinually meeting for a short time to do no-
thing? I suggest that we should adjourn for
a fortnight so that when we do meet again we
shall have sonithing to do. The Governinent
knew this House was going to sit to-day and
they, having charge of the business in another
place, did not consider it worth while to call
the House together to-day so that messages
'night be smnt to us. Why then should we
trouble? We often meet to suit the eon-
venience of the other Huse, but they do not
seem to study us in any way. Perhaps we
inight meet to-mrrow to get somje of the
niessages down and then we might adjourn
for a fortnight.

TIm. MINISTER FOR MINES k(Hen. E. H.
Wittencaom) :Now that country members are
here wenmightameet to-morrow Undgetthmugh
some of the first readings. We can thee
decide when we shall adjour-n to. There is no
desire to bring hon. members here more than
is necessary, and as far as I aul concerned, I
shall be willing to adjourn for as long a time
aS Possible con1Jstent with doing the business
of the country.

TuE HON. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the deliate be adjourned.

Question put and passed.
The House at 6,30 o'clock p.m. adjourned

until Thursday, 1st August, 1895, at 4'30
o'clock P.M

ECOUNCIL.J Adjournment.


